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Short Version:  

Latino Pulse is a story of encounters, just as unlikely as fortunate, of passionate 
music lovers from France, the West Indies, the United States, Colombia and Cuba. 
It was salsa, a festive sound par excellence, that brought this group together in 
order to wholeheartedly share with you its soul, spicy moves and joie de vivre. 

Long Version:  

Latino Pulse is a story of encounters, just as unlikely as fortunate, of passionate 
music lovers who crossed multiple borders to find each other in the heart of Cajun 
Country. 
 
The story began in 2017 when Thanh-Mai united these global musicians for a sort 
of freestyle Latin jam session on the terrace of the Cuban restaurant Pepin's. For 
the first time in Lafayette, sounds of montunos filled the air. Word of mouth 
followed, and the requests started pouring in. The group, which initially included 
six musicians, grew in 2018 when the addition of a horn section only enriched their 
salsa sound, a style of music like no other. 
 
Under the musical direction of Guillermo Rojas, Latino Pulse is the first salsa group 
in Lafayette. Their musical style centers on two premises: discovering and 
celebrating the heritage of big names in salsa dura and developing a repertory of 
original works composed by Jimmy Louis-Marie and Guillermo Rojas, which echo 
traditional salsa while integrating multiple contemporary influences including jazz, 
Antillean beats, reggae, electronica and rap, among others. 
 
Latino Pulse emerged through Louisiana's festivals and lively music scene. The 
image and spirit of Latino Pulse, at the same time local and international, is above 
all celebratory, in its generosity, soul and joie de vivre. On stage, the group's 13 
musicians and singers devote all their energy and passion to captivate and move 
you with their exhilarating sounds. As they say, salsa is the perfect mix of flavors 
and spice!  
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BAND MEMBERS 
 

Conductor and timbales  

A native of Colombia, Guillermo Rojas is a percussionist with experience as a 
soloist and in chamber and symphony orchestras. In addition to completing an 
undergraduate degree at the University Central in Bogota-Colombia, where he 
obtained an honorable mention for his recital performance, he has participated in 
productions with the Orquesta Sinfónica Nacional de Colombia, the symphony 
orchestra of the University of Delaware, the Orquesta Nueva Filarmonía and an 
assortment of prestigious national festivals with percussion ensembles. His studies 
also include master classes and workshops with contemporary music clinicians 
such as Ivan Manzanilla, percussion quartet So-Percussion, and the music duet 
KOKO, and his work has been heard at renowned venues including the Teatro 
Mayor Julio Mario Santodomingo, Conservatorio del Tolima, Auditorio Fabio 
Lozano, Teatro Jorge Eliécer Gaitán and Acadiana Center of the Arts. Guillermo 
currently maintains an active career of musical collaboration in Lafayette and 
serves as a graduate assistant at ULL, where he is pursuing an M.A. in Music 
Performance.  

Bass 

Jimmy Louis-Marie is a keyboardist, bassist and percussionist from Martinique 
(French West Indies). Also a composer and arranger, he participated in music 
design and the development of cultural projects as choir conductor, music 
workshop presenter and music teacher in elementary and middle school. 

Piano 

To parents of Vietnamese and Chinese origins, Thanh-Mai was born in Paris, 
France, where she grew up and lived until her arrival in Lafayette in 2016. With a 
background in classical dance and piano, it was during her adolescence that she fell 
in love with salsa, thanks to the release of the film Buena Vista Social Club in 1999. 
For several years, her passion for salsa grew through dancing and traveling around 
the world where she practiced and sharpened her knowledge first-hand at its core, 
from New York to Puerto Rico and Cuba, among others. It was in 2013 that Thanh-
Mai united her two all-time passions, music and dance, by merging them as pianist 
in a salsa band in Paris. 
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Bongo and Hand Bell  

José Sanchez, better known as Pepin, was born in Cuba, migrated to Puerto Rico in 
1964 and came to Lafayette in 1972 to pursue a degree in psychology at LSU and 
USL (now ULL). It was in 2002 that he bought Pepin's Convenience Store and made 
it the Home of the Cuban Sandwich. With his wonderful wife Donna, they have 
four children from previous marriages and six grandchildren altogether. Since 
1978, Pepin has been playing in church and with additional groups, and in 2011, he 
won a Grammy with Chubby Carrier and The Bayou Swamp Band for their album 
Zydeco Junkie. 

Congas 

All the way from New Orleans, Stephen Tumblin currently works as a freelance 
percussionist and percussion arranger for several high schools across southern 
Louisiana and Texas. He has performed with groups such as the Acadiana 
Symphony Orchestra and Louisiana Philharmonic Orchestra, and is the drummer 
for the bands Diphrent Strokes and Sunday Candy. Tumblin also teaches private 
lessons and instructs at the Acadiana School of the Arts in Lafayette, and is the 
proud dog-dad of his pup Riley.  

Tenor Sax 

From Scott, Louisiana, Hunter Heber started playing saxophone at the age of ten. 
He grew as a player by studying with Tim McFatter, Chris French, and Dr. Lucas 
Munce. Hunter is currently the lead alto of the ULL big band pursuing a degree in 
Music Education and also leads his own jazz combo “Hot Fries Jazz”. 

Alto Sax 

Blake Meynig is a freelance musician based in Lafayette. He began his serious 
pursuit of music after discovering jazz, winning awards for outstanding 
performances at jazz festivals, and eventually landed a spot in the Texas All-State 
Jazz Band. Upon graduating high school, Blake studied saxophone under Dr. 
Woody Witt at Houston Community College and the University of North Texas 
under Brad Leali. He now attends ULL where he is a student  
of Dr. Lucas Munce. 
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Trombone 

Trent Gaspard received his B.A. from ULL in Instrumental Music Education and is 
currently working on his Master's in Instrumental Conducting. Before beginning his 
M.A., Trent performed as the band director for two years at Eunice High School 
and is also currently a trombonist for New Natives Brass Band. 

Trumpet 

Ethan Farnsworth is a Lafayette native. Currently attending ULL majoring in music 
performance, he is the principal trumpet in both the ULL wind ensemble and 
symphony orchestra as well as a member of the ULL jazz ensemble and Echelon 
Brass Quintet. Ethan is a former trumpet player for New Native Brass Band and 
now plays for church services in the Lafayette area and also teaches private 
lessons. 

Trumpet 

Cory Murray is a multi-instrumentalist from Luling, Louisiana. Recently, he has 
completed his Master in Music at the University of Northern Colorado in Jazz 
Composition. As well as being a UL Alumnus, he has served as a trumpet player for 
A Funk Band Named Machete, Dr. John, and was the keyboardist and bandleader 
for VHS. Currently, he plays trumpet for New Natives Brass Band and teaches 
privately.  

Singer  

Noel Macane hails from Camagüey, Cuba, and has called Lafayette his home since 
2004. He began singing at age seven and never looked back. He has performed in 
festivals and venues around Cuba with bands such as Ritmo y Melodia, Sonido 
Latino, Salvador y sus Soneros and Los Heraldos de Florida. 

 


